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RE 4/22/77 Re 


The Spectrum, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 





Set 1: //Promised Land, Mississippi Half- 
Step, Looks like Rain, Deal, El Paso, Ten- 
nessee Jed, Estimated Prophet, Peggy-O, 
Playing in the Band 

Set 2: Scarlet Begonias > Fire on the Moun- 
tain, Samson and Delilah//, It Must Have 
Been the Roses, Dancin’ in the Streets > Got 
My Mojo Working > Dancin’ in the Streets 
reprise > The Wheel > Terrapin// Station 










1. Source: AUD, Quality: B, Length: 2:45 
2. Source: SBD, Quality: A—, Length: 1:30 (“Play- 
ing in// the Band” and set 2) 


3. Source: FM-SBD (GDH 302), Quality: A, 
Length: 0:45 (“Estimated Prophet,” “Dancin’ in the 
Streets” > “Got My Mojo Working” > “Dancin’ in the 
Streets” Reprise > “The Wheel” > “Terrapin// Station”) 

Highlight: Playing in the Band 

Comments: Source 1, fair amount of audience noise. 
Phil is, at times, buried. Source 2, hiss present, but not 
obtrusive. 


Very strong first set. Less strong second set. Great show 
for Garcia, Lesh and Kreutzmann (if you can’t say some- 
thing nice about Weir . . .). A shame that a large chunk 
of the rockin’ “Promised Land” opener is missing. 
“Tennessee Jed” loses the force of massive Phil bombs 
because of tape quality, but personal memory is con- 
firmed by the remaining sonic imprint. Fine musician- 
ship throughout with a rather extended and gorgeous 
first set “Playing” jam. It’s interesting to compare the 
two “Playing” formats, AUD and SBD. Very pretty 
“Scarlet Begonias” and “Roses” and a lush “Wheel” 
highlight the second set. Donna and Jerry mesh very 
well throughout. Garcia’s tone, ears, and fingers are all 
obviously locked in sync. Michael Getz informs me that 
“Mojo” is trotted for the first time here in Philly. 
JEFFREY D. HOFFERMAN 


Me 4/23/77 HR 


Civic Center Arena, 
Springfield, Massachusetts 


Set 1: Sugaree, Cassidy, Loser, New Min- 
glewood Blues, Ramble On Rose, Me and 
My Uncle, Row Jimmy, It’s All Over Now, 
Scarlet Begonias > Fire on the Mountain 
Set 2: Estimated Prophet, Bertha, The 
Music Never Stopped, Help on the Way > 
Slipknot! > Franklin’s Tower > Around and 
Around, Goin’ Down the Road Feelin’ Bad 
> Not Fade Away 

Encore: One More Saturday Night 


1. Source: AUD, Quality: A, Length: 3:00 
Highlights: Help on the Way > Slipknot! > Franklin’s 
Tower 

Comments: Commonly traded after fall 1995. It’s 
easy to tell the DAT-derived tape from older audience 
versions, since the quality on this tape is similar to a pro- 
duced release, with beautiful, upfront sound and a 
pleasant audience presence. Frequently listed by collec- 
tors as the best audience tape they own. 


Except for the WNEW broadcast of the April 27, 1977, 
show in New Jersey, the early part of the Dead’s land- 
mark spring ’77 tour was long underrepresented. After 
the explosion of the May Betty Boards, only ravenous 
completists bothered to dig for the audience tapes and 
degraded soundboards from Philly through the New 
York Palladium run. Thankfully, the appearance of this 
tape changed that. Most versions aren’t as long as oth- 
ers from the tour, but the band plays well and with 
verve. “Sugaree” makes a great opener to a show with 
many unusual song placements. While it’s all worth hav- 
ing, the second set jam is the real goods. “Help” > 
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4/23/77, Springfield (photo credit: Jim Anderson) 


“Slip” > “Frank” does all you want it to (“Slipknot!” is 
long—nine minutes—for a ’77 version), and the ensuing 
rockers turn convention on its head. Now if we can just 
get pristine copies of all the Palladium shows . . . Those 
getting an analog copy of this show should beware: 
assembling the second set in order results in an ugly flip 
during “Franklin’s.” With care, the big jam can fit, 
uncut, on one side of a 100-minute tape, or easily on a 
110-minute one. 

KELLY MCIVER 


: April 1977 





RE A/25/77 He 


Capitol Theatre, Passaic, New Jersey 


Set 1: New Minglewood Blues, Deal, 
Mama Tried, They Love Each Other, Looks 
like Rain, Peggy-O, Lazy Lightnin’ > Suppli- 
cation, Ship of Fools, Estimated Prophet, 
Brown-Eyed Women, The Music Never 
Stopped 

Set 2: Scarlet Begonias > Fire on the Moun- 
tain, Samson and Delilah, Terrapin Station 
> Playing in the Band > Drums > Wharf Rat 
> Playing in the Band reprise 

Encore: U.S. Blues 













1. Source: AUD, Quality: A, Length: 3:10 

Highlights: New Minglewood Blues, Deal, Looks 
like Rain, Peggy-O, Estimated Prophet, The Music 
Never Stopped, Scarlet Begonias, Fire on the Mountain, 
Terrapin Station, Wharf Rat 


While many of the shows from this era are better known 
and more easily found, some of the shows that are only 
circulating as audience tapes are well played and well 
worth seeking. This night at the Capitol Theatre is also 
a good example of how the first set can be the energetic 
part of the show. The musical train known as the Grate- 
ful Dead was charging full steam ahead down the track 
from the opener. Both “New Minglewood Blues” and 
“Deal” are played with the fires well stoked, and it is 
worth noting that “Deal” often benefited from being 
played in a spot other than first-set closer. They slowed 
the pace down considerably with “They Love Each 
Other,” “Looks like Rain,” and “Peggy-O,” but it’d be 
an uphill struggle to ask for three prettier songs in a row. 
Having both “Ship of Fools” and “Estimated Prophet,” 
both of which were relegated too soon to staid second- 
set slots, in set 1 built the energy back up so that “The 
Music Never Stopped” is played at a derailing pace and 
with an apropos title for this long and well-played set. 
The second set opens with the kind of silky “Scarlet 
Begonias” that has you wiggling to the rhythm and smil- 
ing in anticipation of the transition before you are aware 
of it. The “Fire on the Mountain” that follows bubbles 
with energy. It is not as long as many others, but it is full 
of sparkling leads and delivered with punch. The “Ter- 
rapin Station,” like most of these early versions, builds 





